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~ The Child Abuse and Negle::ﬁ Thesgtirus isa

- tompilation of- sfEndardized words and phrases
. that are used to characterize arld describe child
" abuse and neglect infirmation. As mcll lt senfes

several purp::s&s

)

e it hsts cnmempnrary termifzolqu in th: ireld

® it serves as & dmtmnéry w1th suthantstwe
spellings and prescribed usages .

LI Iighlves questx«:ns of sy*nan}fmﬁus t-‘

® it specifies cans:.st&m;y in tlie use of wmd
forms = = e

v = _:;g_
=

® jt displays generic and hierarchical rela’tu:m—

ships among terms S

*The Thesaum: was- &eveluped f-:r use in aper-

atind®the information c:lesnrighausn of the Nation-
al CE: er on Cl‘nld Abuse md I‘Jeglaﬂt It i used aa

Pra]e 484 and Publz::az‘mﬂs Chxlddhuse ﬂrzd Negle'fr
Progrdas, and Child Abuse and- Neglec.-z Audio-
visugZ Marerifls. The Thesaunes alsois the source

o of dessriptors for indexing the documents, re-

search’, summaries, program descrptions, ind
audiovisual materdals in the compuater-based
NCCAN data base, Because it isused for indexing,
the Thessurus provides an authoritative list of
suitable sefarch téxms and their synonyms, and it
helps a searcher expand or restrict a search
according to, the subject being sought, The subject
terms in the .Thesaunis are, used by the clesring:
house to search the data base' in respodse to
queries received from organizations and individuals
steking information on child abuse and neglect,

Perdons outside of the National Center who have

access-to the NCCAN data base will also find the
Theszurus useful in formulating search strategies,

Téﬁng’mi@g)’ af Child A buse and Neglect %:

The lamguage and termiinology used in the child
abuse and neglect field, and thus the descriptorsin
the Thesaerus, Teflect the highly multidisciplinary
mture of the field, Histordcally, the medical, legal,
social wark, and psychology professionshave been
most inveived with child abuse and neglect, and
many descriptoys have been taken from the vo-
cabularies of those fields. Theseincludeterms like

iNTRODUCTION - - ‘
L e .

o Deve’laping the Thgsax;iizzs

I S

BRAIN INIURIES DIAGNDSFS, and ETI()LD
,GY; FELONY, CDNFIDENTIALITY and RULES

OF -EVIDENCE FOSTER CARE; C@UNSEEINL
and, HOUSING; and- ANTLSDC]AJ BEHAVIDR
COGNITIVE. ABILITY, and EGOQ, DESLFlptDFS

", from:other fields, such 23 educatioy énd 1darage-
] ment,s have been included to dover concepts like,;
for example, the role of teachers in identifying

abuse and neglect ind the administration of chﬂé

-gbuse -and neglect programs. Thé Thesaurus also
mntaﬁfs descriptors for d magrapluc ‘charagter-
istics of families, gegg’agluo: 14cation_ of programs,

types:of organizations and facilities invalvea with
th pmblam, methodology of rEsea:ch prt:ge;ts

‘and 511’1‘11131’ m:ms:ep ts.

.. The desmptars tliat‘ ?t; iﬂuque to tha fIEId of :
child abuse and neglec.

ate relativelyssmall in
number, but extremely important. These include
EATTERED C‘HILD SYNDRC)MLE LHILD

" EMOTIONAL, NEGLECT, and SEXUAL ABUSE.

The importance of the Thesatinss, however, is not

only for these unique child abuse and neglect

descriptors. Rather, its mpgrtance lies chiefly in

the fact'that it is the major source of all coneepts,

drawn from the many flelds and disciplines in-

.volved in child abuse, thatyare mecessiry fo

chsractgnze the highly diversified mfnrmatmn

. matensls ifi the NCCAN data base.

'

~ The first -version of the Thesaw#us, which was
compiled by Maj 1975, contaiffied descriptors that
were ! taken , from the titles of child-abuse and

. néglect pubhcatmns on variéus topics in program

ir planning, research,
‘medicine, psyt:halagg, and law, Terms selected
from these articles were augmented by descriptors
from existing thesauri and dictionaries, ineluding

administration, managerment,

.the Thesaurus of ERIC Descriptors, the National

Library of Medicine’s Medical Subject Headings
{MeSH), and the Dacument Retiieval Index, No-

. tional Institute of Law Enforcement and Crlmlnal
Justice of the U.S. B;gaftment of Justice.

j: i_,gl'
¥
I‘he pmcedu{s used in develapmg the iThemu

rus and the conventions. followed for term form,

plays, and thesau’fns mainitenance (all described

- below) are_covered in & specialset of constsuction

ition, term relationships, thesaurus chsr :
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rulss and standards published by the Amencan
National Standards Instituge*,

*'aﬁu‘ H’ic prshmmnry Edlt]Dfl of thls Thssqum:
tilarly changes in term relationships, additions of
new dLs;npmrs and ,} m::nyms smj deleticms af

mcle,x,mg pranengc w;*h thé published htaratu,re
on child abuse and neglect as well as with on-going
s, current research projects, and audiovi:
erals. These changes reflect the nature of
thc literature and the types of programs and

.reseqreh projects being reported, and they embody

29) usefull new ternf suggestions made by.users
pt'the Thesaunas. As a result of this experience

artd user input, tife terminalogy in yhe Thesarerus
has stabilized sufficiently so. that™the Thesguerus

“ can +be 1 useful tool for persons who, for example,
- want to: search the NCCAN data base for child

-

abuse and neglegt information or want'to organize.

their own child abuse and neglect infolmation files
ELLLll'dlﬂg ta the standard tcrmmﬂlagy of the field.

How 1o Use the Thetaurus

The 7hessurus has three distinet parts, each

containm g all the descriptors but arranged differ-.

ently to provide the indexer or searcher with
alternative ways’ of finding applicable descriptors.

The Alphabetic Display*’ presents. all the terms,
with their <ross references and other information,
in alphabetic order, Selected nonallowed terms are
also listed wit
ate allowed term for that concept. This display
allows the user to decide, based on the cross
references and other mfnrmatmn provided in this
display, which terms are relevant to his needs.

1

/

/

-° lh;, l’srmut&d"Dlsplay extracts and alphabeti-

cally lists the significant words in each descnptnr

and displays thent above and to the left of the set )

of descriptors frol which they were extracted,

. This display allows the user to see all usages of a

word , without regard to its position in a phrase or
multiword descriptor, and can aid the user in
suggesting related descriptors or descriptors of like
or similar derivation, .

2 =y

The lﬁh:sgrijitg;r-‘(}mup display arranges together -

alphabetically 2ll the descriptors in broad subject
areas. It is particularly useful in guiding the
indexer or searcher to all of the terms related to
the broad, general area of the Group title. .

b insttuctions to USE the appropri- .

The Dlsplay formats are éescmbad fufther in

: the Thesaurus Displays section belaw

C=t

Term Form

To be included in the Thesaurus, a term (or
more propefly, a subject descriptor) must repre-

© sent a single~concept. However, it may consist of a

single word or -several words, Noun forms (single
nouns, noun phrases) have been used rather than
verbs. The noun phrases have been wiitten to
exclude prepositions wherever possible, Some
degree of precoordinatien of terrns has been used,
The singular form has been used for descriptors
that designaté processes, properties, anpd 1nique
things. The plural form has been “used for descrip-
tors that demgnste classes of things,

ntences, has been wused, but in some cases

- S‘l\afhral word order such as appsarsm English

=

-

inverted "forms have been included s crads-refer-
ences. Punctuation .within descriptors has been
kept toa minimum. Abbreviated forms, acronyms,
“etc., have been used when hey asze well estab-
hshed they have been prnperly cross-reférenced.
Tajns have been limited in length to 42 charic.
ters, including spaces and any punctuation,

Lo

 Terrn Eeﬁ’n itian

The tgrms SEIEEtEd for use in tms Thesaurus aré
assurned to mclude any of then “commion defini-
o1, in the
case of tems _unique to the field of child abuse
and neglect, those definitions which are available
in specialized reference works in this field. If an
uncommeon ‘definition is to apply, . or if certain
defmltmng are to be excluded from. the meaning of
the term, this fact is s}mwn through the use nf.

’ mmi;ﬁsrs or scope notes.

=

- Term: Relationships

The references shown in the Thesourus to
BROADER TERM (BT), NARROWER TERM
(NT), USE, USED FOR (UF), or RELATED °
TERM (BT) restrict the terms to which they are
assigned and define them in relation to the other
terms within the Thesaurus. {

A term may be modified by a parenthetical
qualifier. A scope note may be used to define a_
term or to restrict its meaning or use in indexing
and searching,

A menican National Standard Guidelines for Thesaupus Stnzeture, Construction; and Use. ANSTZ39.19-1974. New x’mrk

Amerivan National Standards Institute, Ine., 1974,

S =
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Crou-references are used to specify the fol-
lowing relationships among and between terms: 1)
a term may be broaderin concept than some terms
and narower than- others, meaning™that the term

may stand. above or below the other termsin a - -

hisrarchy, 2) A term may have nonhierarchical
" relationships with other termi, 3) A term muay be
ased a5 a sl.lbsm:ute fn;r Eﬁher cl@sely related

rmmbﬂr at‘ 2 elsss of c::n:epts to tlig term which
names the class,. It impligs agenus—apeues relation-
ship, X%

" The NARROWER TERM (NT) reference is the ™

‘reciprocal of the BT reference, - The NT identifies
the term as a member of 2 class, _

The RELIATED TERM (RT) reference is em-
ployed as s guide from a given term to other terms
that art related in ways other than the gerius-
species relationship. In generil any two terms may
bear this reference to each other if it is felt that
the user, when examiningone of them, might want
to be reminded of the existerice of the otherone.

The USE reference directs the user from a

-nonalowed term to one whichis permitied by the
Thesaum.s‘ .

T'ha USED FQR(UF) reference is the rEclpl‘D-
cal of the USE referenice and accompanies the
term to which the USE reference refers, Reference,
a5 a USED FOR term indicates that ths scope. of
the tetm en compassis, but s notrestricted to, the
conceptreferred from.. :

Thesaurus Displays . »

As described eatlier, the Thesgurus has three
distinct parts, each proviling ‘the indexer or
searcher with a diff erent way of finding applicable
descriptors. The first part, the Alphabetic Display,
presents all thé terms, includimg USE references, in
alphabetu: order. In this Df splay, the user will see
at a glance the term and its relatidnships with
otherterms. Anexample is given belov

SEXUAL ABUSE

=

RT ADOLESCENT ABUSE
SEXOFFENSES

)

!

g

Eaéh descriptor is accompanied by a:ny; definitive

ope noteg restrictive notes as to use,a four-digit .

Descriptor ém‘up code number, and ths complete
hierarchic ¢ross-reference structure of the term,

"Permuted Display. This provides a perrnuted alpha-
betic’ index to all the significannt words that are
wed to form dessnptani This permits the display

of all usages of a word, without regard to its -

a phrase or multiword desciiptor, It is,

is . 'position ip ) , It s
a- keyword-outofcontext (KEWOC)

~in  effect,

" index. This device aids indexers in, performing

complete’ saarches of the Thesaurus when looking
for a spémﬁc term and helpssearchers to translate
- inguiries into the langmge of the system. As an
+example, all terms using the word FAMILY wﬂl be,
displayed under that termn in the Permuted list,

even though they, may te widely sepuated m the

.Alphabstlc sectmn )
FAMILY : -
EXTENDED FA MILY
FAMILY BACKGROUND
FAMILY COUNSELING
FAMILY PLANNING
FOSTER FAMILY

“The Descriptor Group Display, thethird section
of the Thesaurus, i3 particularly, usefulin gqicliﬁg
the indexer or searcher “to all of the terms related
to. the broad, general subject area-of the Group
title. A Descriptor Group is defined as s collection:
of terms, which, for various reasons, are related to
‘one another. Tl‘m is not necessarily ‘2 hierarchical
relatlanshlp, but is rather one of subject similarity
or “‘likeness” of concept, Thus, such alphabetically
E,ﬂd generically disparate terms as CHILD ABUSE
LAWS and.EXPERT.-TESTIMONY sare displayed
tﬂgafher in Descripter Group 0110, Law, because
both refer to “legal™ subjects. Twen*y one such
groups have been developed, A list of these gmups,
plus brief definitions andsamples of Tepredentati
descriptors, is included on pages vii and viid, Esch
gubject descriptor ‘has been. assigned to only one
Descriptor Group,” | &

A

Thesaunis Maintenance

The indexers and otfer users of the TAesairus,
as;well as the lexicographic specialifts, arerespon-
gsible for the mainténance of this ThAesaurus,
Indexers in partlgular héip maintain thistoolasan

up-to-date authority by noting needed additions,’ .

.-deletions, and revisions s part of their indexing
process, Whenever they encountera concept that
cannot bé satisfactorily indexed with existing
descriptors, they recommend that the concept. be

idded to the Thesaurus, However to discourage

dii S

The second section of the Theaurus is Lhe,

" unnecessary changes and to restrict growth to

L1
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anagesble limits, the following factors are care-

flly considered in making such a recomrfien da-
Han: T
, . .

) I the concept really missing from the

Thesaenis, of is it merely & new Synonym for in

¢xistin gidea?
2] Can.the concept be adequately represented

. by sinply the addition of a cross-reference (per-

haps U84 ©m) to an existing descriptor?
3) Is the concept new and unig ue, one -yhich is
t ften 1 16?7 |

After considering the above questions, if the
indexer! decides to recommend a chinge or addi-
tion, helfillsout a Descriptor Review Form, Figure
1,and sibmits it to the senior Thesauries lexicogra-
pher who decides whether to make the proposed
change or addition. The person who submits the
form indicates on it any scope notes; definitions,

o~

BN

Changes, additions, and deletions are processed
by the AVOCON softwate system of Infodata
Systems, NG, which peiformsg ‘‘computorized
bookkeepirig”” of the.chahges in’ reciprocal term
relationships, updatesythe various thesaurus dis-

" plays, and: providés pecial print formats. The

! i
B

Thesazurus is' updated snnually,

ok
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. Fsychglugu’;al Disorders,

0010 Abuse and Neglet:t
Cﬂncepts generic tﬂ cpild apusé -apd ﬂeglect

neglect. - Examples<0f destripfors~in’ this group

include CHILD ABRUSE, DEPRIVATION, EMO-
TIONAL NEGLECT, ETIOLOGY, IPENTIFICA- -

TION, SEQUELAR, and SEXUAL ABUSE. For
phys;caj injuries hot Specific ty abuse and neglect,
see Medicine, For abnorma) psychalogical . condi-

- tions not specific to chilg abuse and. peglect, sce.
. Psychological Dlsﬁmétﬁ

v
0020 Agencies and Organizatiops

© Types of puhllc and povate institutions in-

" volved in child apuse apq neject, including specifi-

cally named organizatjans, Examples of descrip-
térs in t}ns goup, include’ FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT; HUMANE SQCIETIES, STATE

_AGENCLFS and WELFARf AGENCIEz»

?‘

0030 Behavior

T}'pEs of normal humap pehgvior and rEIatgd

concepts. Examples of descfiptors assigned to this '

group include CHILD REHAVIOR, . CRYING
EMOTIONAL® DEVELGPMENT, anq 2
FERSGNAL : RELATIONS. Fﬁr mey

For behawmal ang én‘naf\ahal dl. O

0040 Demography

General charimtsflstl&g of . P(’)P i or comes
munities. Descriptofs in this gholp include CHIL-
DREN, ETHNIC GROUPS, AOUSING, INFANTS,
and POPULATION GROWTH, ¥or populations
related by occupation, sez Professions and Disci
plines, For populatioris related by characteristics
other than age, ogkubation, or ethaic background,
e Grnups

0050 %zﬂnﬂimicg L s C
Financial aspects’ of child abuse and neglect
research, progifws, and setvices, Examples of

_descriptors 'in this ‘group incJude BUDGETS,

FEES, GRANTS, and STATE FEDERAL AID.
\ N ,

DESCRIPTOR

-F——

including specifically named (ypes of abuse and / .

Disciplines,

r
]

'l\‘ .
RGROUPS
A

0060 Education and, Training

- I‘x

B

Concepts related to imprming the skills of
persons involved in identifying, ‘preventing, or
treating child abuse and neglect. Descripfors in this
-group include EDUCATIONAL COUNSELING,
HEALTH EDUCATION, PARENTS EDLJCA-
TION, SCHOOLS, and SENSITIVITY TRAIN-
ING. For specific acf;upatmns .!‘EE*‘PIBfEssmns and .

EERE

0070 Facilities

Buildings and installations désignéd to serve a
specific function. Examples«of descriptors in this
group include CRISIS NURSERIES, HOSPITALS,
RESIDENTIAL CENTERS, and SPEECH
CLINICS. For specific types of child abuse and
neglect programs and services, see Programs and
Services, respectively. * L -

- .
"0080 Geography

Names of states, countries, and geag'raphlc
.areas. Examples of descriptors in this group are
ALABAMA, EURQPE, APPALACHIAN REGJDN

mUNADA I
)

Pgrsuns related th)mugh( some common charac-
teristics or attributes. Examples of descriptors in
this group are ABUSED CHILDREN, ABUSIVE
PARENTS, EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN, and
PHYSICALLY HANDICAFPED. For populations
related by age or ethnic background, see Demo-
graphy; for populations related by occupation, see
Professions and Disciplines; for populations related-
by lega] or cgurt—relatr:d distinctions, see Law,

0100 Information -

Concepts related to information or publicity
about child abuse and neglect. Examples of des-
griptors  in  this group are. BOOQKS, CASE
REPORTS, DATA BASES, INFORMATION

- SYSTEMS, MASS MEDIA, and PUBLICITY.
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- 0150 Baghrrams -,

D10

0110 Law e

Child abuse and negleet laws and related legal

and, judicial eoncepts. Descriptors in this group
inclede CHILD ABUSE
PERT THESTIMONY., TEGAL ‘%Y FV[( (“%

Mf\f\al}f\l(h“” REPFORTING, /.

01 }?‘Mmiagmnem ) '

Processes and- principles related to the execu

and

tian of orginization-based detivities in child abuse,
ariples of desceriptors in this group -

and ‘H;T,Il"‘.'i, fix

are © OORDINATION, PERSONNEL NEEDS, and

PGHICY FORMATION.
w U prdgrame-specific LUI]LLPES e Em;m!;)mu:s and
froyrams, re 7[1L<,U ﬁ'}

0130 Medicine

Physical injuries and condijtions related to child
amd neglect, and their djagnosis. Examples
ctiptors in this group include BODY
HEAIN INJURIES, DEAFNESS, DRUG
AWAL SYMPTOMS, and RADIOLOGIC

]
b
g d

\‘!'I

!
orders, we Psyehological Disorders, For specific
types oFabuse and neglect, see Abuse and Negleet,

) 0140 Professiony and Disciplines

Specilic professional and nonprofessional occu-
and disciplines related to child abuse and
and the roles andsresponsibilities of the
pectoiie in such oooupations, Examples of descrip-
Lork in s groun are ALLIED HEALTH PERSON-
NELD ARMEFL.FORCES, )&UR‘%E&; ROLE, and

TEACHTRS, Soe wlso GrowDs.

pations

o

Ty pen of service-orientzd child abuse®and ne-
; progigms L and related concepts (except
cesand specific services). Descriptors-in this
yrosp iy HAY CARE PROGRAMS, EDUCA-
TION YT PROGRAMS, GUIDANCE PROGRAMS,
and PROGRERANM PLANNING. For research pro-
wramisd e Res inancial wspects of
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specifically therapeutic, see Services. *
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